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Twenty-Third Anniversary Ladies and gentlemen -this day being the anniversary of the advent of Modern Spiritualism. Or more properly the day
when for the for the first time attention was so directed to the subject that by following up the feeble suggestions then received, the key was discov
ered which solved the mysteries and gave to the world an intelligent comprehension of what they had previously regarded either as supera stitution,
or belonging to the domain of that in which many retained a lingering belief, and denominated sorcery or witchcraft: | have considered it
appropriate to the present occasion to answer the ques tion which is so often propounded by the opponents of our philosophy, viz. What is
Spiritualism? By some the question is asked in their ignorance of the subject and with an honest desire, and for the para pose of learning the truth
but by others in a spirit of affected and contemptuous scorn, and to give expression to their malice and hate. These latter often expose their
ignorance of the subject by attempting to reply to the question themselves. Oh, say they, but we know all about it. Spiritualism is rapping upon
tables, and moving them through the tricks of the so-called mediums, or by the aid of electriei ty, or galvanism, or magnetism, or odic force, or the
will power of the medium upon matter, or the devil, or else the persons so believing are physchologized and made to believe as real, that which has
no existence except in their excited...
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