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and Pacific coasts of this continent is no longer a question for argument; it is conceded by every one. In order to maintain our present position on
the Pacific, we must have some more speedy and direct means of intercourse than is at present afforded by the route through the possessions of a
foreign power. - 1856 report made by the Select Committee on the Pacific Railroad and Telegraph of the U.S. House of Representatives The
Transcontinental Railroad, laid across the United States during the 1860s, remains the very epitome of contradiction. On the one hand, it was a
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