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**xxx Excerpt from Elements of Civil Government The plan of this book is that of a gradual development from the known to the unknown, from the
near to the distant, from the local to the general, from the concrete to the abstract. The plan is designed, furthermore, to tell only what cannot
readily be observed, the purpose being to stimulate observation and inquiry. It is intended that a substantial basis of knowledge shall be gained
before general reflections are indulged in. It will be seen, therefore, that the farther we go away from the home of the pupil, the greater the detail of
information given him. The questions in the earlier chapters are intended to supply the place of text. The pupil is, accordingly, required by
observation and inquiry to build up his own text. The questions in succeeding chapters are more in the nature of questions on the text. The teacher
is, of course, expected to enlarge upon these questions indefinitely. It is assumed that the teacher will be progressively more exacting in the answers
required of the pupils. The repetition of questions in the book will thus serve as a means both of review and of extending the knowledge of the
subject-matter. Thus, on the topics of elections and suffrage, the pupil will get his first rudimentary knowledge from the election of school trustees;
this knowledge will be enlarged and reinforced by successively studying the methods and conditions of elections in city, county, State, and nation.
Similarly, again, in regard to taxation. These two topics, especially, are regarded as of fundamental importance, and should be insisted upon and
developed with the utmost care, patience, and perseverance. About...
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