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attacks persons who are asleep, and in the night-time, so that any intervention, which would have the efiect of saving their lives, if timely, does not
and cannot usually occur until some hours at least have elapsed, perhaps not till next day. If carbonic oxide and the gases usually associated with it
are allowed to operate persistently, they bring about a fatal termination in a few hours. If the poisoned persons are more or less quickly removed
from the injurious vapors, either recovery takes place after a little while, with gradual vanishing of the symptoms, or death occurs in a day or two,
various symptoms persisting in the meantime. Carbonic oxide cannot therefore be reckoned amongst the very rapidly killing poisons like prussic
acid. . The corpses of those dying from carbonic oxide poisoning show a remarkable resistance to putrefaction, and exhibit outwardly certain
characteristic signs of the mode of death. Amongst these are broad and extensive irregularly outlined bright-red spots or patches on the anterior
surface of the whole body, the color depending on the impregnation of the blood with carbonic oxide. Sometimes a darker or more violet hue is
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