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***x* Excerpt from The Plain Story of American History My purpose in writing this book is expressed in the title. | wish that it may be a plain story of
the achievement of human beings in that part of the Western Hemisphere which is now the United States of America. To relate the main facts clearly
and broadly, rather than to describe many detailed occurrences, has been constantly in my mind. The story here presented may be taken as an
introduction for a wider study of our history. It has been my aim to use simple but strong language, and to place the emphasis of the book on
human actions. But much attention has been given to social history, and in two chapters the outlines of American government have been presented.
I hope the book will prove neither hard nor easy for pupils. If it is received as a straightforward story, drawing forth the earnest efforts of capable
pupils and making for the success of faithful teachers, it will be a source of pleasure for the author, repaying him for many days and nights of
careful study of our national history. More especially, | wish that the book may serve, along with many other excellent works of similar scope, to give
to the American youth a better appreciation of the glorious history of their native land, and to create in them a warmer purpose to serve their
country and promote its progress. With the hope of making the task of the teacher lighter, the chapters have been made short and an abundance of
marginal headings has been introduced. On the basis of these headings complete outlines can be...
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