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Elucidation of the Nature of Hernia, Together With Some Remarks on the Unfit Instruments Hitherto Used for Its Confinement: With an Explanation
of the Experienced Utility and Effectual Cures of the Instrument Now Recommended Among the various causes of human misery, few are productive
of so much distress as the disease of Hernia. So long baf?ed in their attempts to cure the complaint, surgeons appear to have abandoned it to
mechanics, and to have confined their research to the best mode of reduction and operation, with out thinking it possible to obviate, almostentirely,
the-necessity of so difiicult, dangerous and painful a resource. For the purpose ofconfining the viscera within the parietes of the abdomen, .many
differently constructed instruments have been invented but all without any reference to the anatomy, or physiology of the parts concerned and it
has been a subject of serious regret that they have hitherto proved not only ineffectual, but, in their application to the body, distressingly
inconvenient. If we investigate the cause of these difficulties, we shall find them to have resulted necessarily from the method usually em ployed to
fix the pad in a given position, and from the form of this part of the instrument. It must be obvious to every individual, who is in the least acquainted
with the mechanical operations of the human body, that any mode of fixture by an encircling belt, must be entirely inefficient; since it must be
sufficiently tight to overcome the contractions of the muscles, and impede the motions of the body, or be liable to vary its pressure, and be 2ung
from its position by their alternate contraction and relaxation. Not onlythe circular belt, but other...
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